Sociological explanations for the high rate of working class crime:

	· New Right: Murray crime located in the ‘underclass’. Feral youths who do not share the values of wider society and resort to antisocial and delinquent behaviour.
· Functionalist sub cultural theorists: 
        Cloward and Ohlin: retreatist and criminal subcultures         a response to a failure to attain social goals.
· Cohen: boys branded a failure at school reacted by forming a subculture. Boys experiencing status deprivation in terms of society could win status within subculture.

· Left realists: 
    crime is a result of relative deprivation
· Phenomenologist

Cicourel looked at the process of defining someone as deviant. Police stop and interrogate someone on the basis of ‘suspicion’, ‘strange’, ‘unusual’. ‘wrong’. Such meanings related to geographical areas. Inner-city, low income areas seen as ‘bad’, with high crime rate. Behaviour in those areas more likely to be seen as suspicious.

· Then the interrogation can lead to arrest if the person fits the appearance, language and demeanour of a ‘typical delinquent’ . Criminal justice system processes ‘delinquent’ based on a set of assumptions about offenders, e.g. having an ‘attitude’, coming from a broken home, low income family, ethnic minority…
· Most young people convicted of offences had fathers who were manual workers.

· Cicourel explains the high rate of working class delinquents by reference to meanings held by police and probation officers. 
Middle class juveniles can present as respectable and able to reform. Parents promise to cooperate. Youth labelled ill rather than criminal.

· Based his research on 2 Californian cities with similar socio-economic characteristics and found big difference in numbers of delinquents arrested and charged. Policies and practices of courts and police different in each city. Depends on publicity to delinquency in papers, pressure generated by mayor, or chief of police.

· Marxists
Crime is a form of class resistance. Given the nature of capitalism (which is crimogenic; focusing on greed, self interest and hostility) crime is a rational response to inequality and competetiveness. Muggers, thieves and rapists serve to divert attention from crimes of the ruling class. Selective law enforcement.

Chambliss : ‘Bias in official Statistics’ . Looked at 2 groups of youths from different social backgrounds and shows how they are treated differently by the police despite committing similar offences.

· Neo Marxists
        Stuart Hall et al. ‘Policing the Crisis’ examination of how ‘mugging’ in Britain was presented as a new threat to society. Hall argues it was used to cover up a crisis in hegemony for capitalism. Police and media targeted mugging causing both deviance amplification and moral panic.
· Media

           ‘Moral Panics’ relating to welfare and poverty. 1993 Panorama claimed young women were having babies to jump the housing queue. Fuelled a moral panic over young single mothers. Adverts on TV about welfare fraud. Focus on ‘undeserving poor’.

Reporting of crime. Visible and spectacular crimes and sex crimes. Criminals seen as ‘mad’ or ‘bad’. Programmes like Crimewatch amplify these crimes. Little interest in reporting social causes of crime . Public misled as to the nature and extent of crime.



